

LJUBLJANA WINE ROUTE
St. Martin's Saturday, 6 November 2010
Press notice
ST. MARTIN’S SATURDAY IN OLD CITY CENTRE 
(Ljubljana, 3 November 2010) Today there was a press conference in the Tourist Information Centre. Organizers of Ljubljana Wine Route presented this year's features. 
Ljubljana Wine Route is the first in a series of three wine-culinary events in November. The other two are 13th Slovenian Wine Festival and 3rd Culinary Festival.  Both festivals will take place in Grand Hotel Union and Hotel Slon on 18 and 19 November 2010.
On Saturday 6 November, the old city center will host winemakers, providers of traditional dishes and a lot of other interesting folklore, vocal and music groups. Together there will be more than 120 exhibitors. Wines will be offered by family winemakers, wine cellars and restaurants, as well as by providers of traditional delicacies. Tourist information centers, associations, societies and some institutions related to rural development will be also present. Exhibitors come from Slovenian Istria, Karst, Vipava Valley, Goriška Brda,  Prekmurje, Štajerska, Bizeljsko, Bela Krajina, Dolenjska and central Slovenia, as well as from abroad.
The event takes place the third time in its current form and organized by company Poslovno svetovanje Rado Stojanovič, s.p.. Before this company took the organization, Ljubljana Wine Route was already existing but in a smaller form and with not so rich content. Rado Stojanovic, director of event, said about beginnings: “Ljubljana Tourist Board invited us to participate a few years ago, probably because we have a lot of experience in organizing similar events, especially for the Wine Festival and Culinary Festival. The invitation was accepted and in three years this event became very important and has grown not only quantitatively but also in content. This year we enriched culinary offer at Ljubljana Wine Route. Visitors are invited to taste traditional dishes that are prepared specially for St. Martin’s Saturday in Ljubljana.”
Ljubljana Wine Route is an excellent opportunity for both residents and visitors of Ljubljana, that in one day, in an exceptional atmosphere of the old city, learn about the diversity and magic of wine regions and the Slovenian countryside. 
Project Manager, Marina Ferfolja pointed out, that the objective of the Ljubljana Wine Route is to highlight the richness and diversity of wine regions and the Slovenian countryside. "Exhibitors offer wine and other goodies for tasting and sale. We noticed that visitors are more and more interested in the way of production, history of the product itself and the manufacturer as well. These are all small things that form a wonderful and colorful mosaic of the Slovenian countryside. Each year the event attracts larger number of tourists, who found out for it through various websites, multilingual guides, in a hotel where they are staying or on a walk through Ljubljana center, when they accidentally find themselves right in the middle of St. Martin’s feast," said Marina Ferfolja.
Petra Stušek, head of public relations in Ljubljana Tourist Board, said: "Ljubljana Wine Route is based on the tradition since the town was a traditional trading center linking the Slovenian wine-growing regions and nowadays proud institution of international title "city of wine and vine." In eight years the event has developed and expanded this year to two new locations: Petkovškovo nabrežje and Breg. Ljubljana Wine Route is also becoming a traditional part of guided tours in old city, attended by many visitors from Europe and overseas markets."
At the end let us point out once again that the official opening ceremony will be on Saturday, 6th November at 10.00 in front of the Town Hall (Mestna hiša). There will be Wine Queen of Slovenia 2010- Andreja Erzetič, mayor of Ljubljana- Zoran Janković and director of event- Rado Stojanovič.
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